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Mission

Purpose statement

The AO’s mission is promoting excellence
in patient care and outcomes in trauma
and musculoskeletal disorders.

AO Trauma is committed to improve patient
care outcomes through the highest quality
education. We strive to combine the right
knowledge and surgical skills that empower
the orthopedic and trauma surgeons to put
theory into practice and to improve fracture
management for the benefit of the patient.

The AO principles of fracture management
1
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3

4

Fracture reduction and
fixation to restore
anatomical relationships.

Fracture fixation providing
absolute or relative stability,
as required by the “per
sonality” of the fracture,
the patient, and the injury.

Preservation of the blood
supply to softtissues and
bone by gentle reduction
techniques and careful
handling.

Early and safe mobilization
and rehabilitation of the
injured part and the patient
as a whole.
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Welcome
Dear AO Trauma symposium participant,
We are honored to welcome you to the AO Trauma Symposium—
Advances in Trauma. We hope you will enjoy your symposium and
the entire experience.
What is AO Trauma? We are a "clinical division" - a community for trauma and
orthopedics within the AO Foundation. As a clinical division we aim to integrate and
align applied and clinical research, education, and community development
functions into one direction - AO Trauma for the benefit of our members,
stakeholders, and patients.
How can AO Trauma benefit you? By working as a single team we focus and
leverage our resources, expertise, and skills to create and deliver new and greater
value to our members.
What does this mean in education? AO Trauma is committed to providing you the
best possible educational experience by continuously embracing and introducing
new educational techniques to help you learn and more effectively implement your
knowledge for the benefit of your patients.
Why join AO Trauma? Joining AO Trauma means you are part of the trauma and
orthopedic community within the AO. AOTrauma will help you develop lifelong
friendships and relationships. We will help you access our “knowledge network” and
take part in new opportunities
that advance trauma care.

Yours sincerely,

Wa’el Taha

Kodi Kojima

Chairperson AO Trauma
Education Commission

Chairperson AO Trauma
International Board
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Symposium description Goal of the symposium
This symposium is delivered as a two-day
interactive event, covering 6 challenging
trauma care areas in 8 modules. Each topic
is discussed by highly experienced national
and international AOTrauma faculty
members. During each module, participants
will be engaged in the discussion on
preoperative planning, treatment strategies,
surgical exposures, and potential pitfalls.
Ample opportunities are provided to share
experiences and cases with peers and the
experienced international faculty, especially
in the discussion groups sessions. During
the surgical approaches module, the faculty
will use high quality videos to illustrate the
approaches.

The AO Trauma Symposium Advances in
Trauma 2020 is a two-day advanced level
symposium that presents the state of art of
treatment and innovations in management of
extremity injuries in adults and children. New
surgical approaches and treatment algorithms
will be demonstrated and controversies will be
discussed. The goal is to present an update on
advanced trauma care, by experts in the fields.

Target participants
Trauma and orthopaedic surgeons who are
experienced in the care of the trauma patient and
who wish to have an update and in-depth look at
the current, and future, state of the art treatment of
a diversity of challenging injuries.

Learning objectives
After this symposium, participants will be able to:
• Develop and implement a preoperative plan
for all stages of severe trauma cases
• Apply and substantiate treatment strategies
in advanced treatment of complex fractures
• Recognize and manage unusual and rare
clinical problems
• Explore innovative approaches and treatment
strategies
• Identify performance gaps in practice and
implement strategies to fill these gaps
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Chairpersons

Carel Goslings
OLVG,
Amsterdam,
The Netherlands

Inger Schipper
Leids Universitair
Medisch Centrum,
Leiden,
The Netherlands

International faculty
Vajara Phiphobmongkol

Bangkok

Thailand

Simon Lambert

London

United Kingdom

Willem-Jan Metsemakers

Leuven

Belgium

Stefaan Nijs

Leuven

Belgium

Geoff Richards

Davos

Switzerland

Regional faculty

National faculty
Frank Bloemers

Amsterdam

Han van den Brand

Alkmaar

Job Doornberg

Groningen

Maarten van der Elst

Delft

Pascal Hannemann

Maastricht

Dennis den Hartog

Rotterdam

Frank IJpma

Groningen

Kees-Jan Ponsen

Alkmaar

Herbert Roerdink

Deventer

Sjoerd Stufkens

Amsterdam

Frank Termaat

Leiden

Michiel Verhofstad

Rotterdam
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Thursday
April 15, 2021
13:15 Participant registration

Advances in Trauma Upper extremity challenges
Moderators: Carel Goslings and Kees Jan Ponsen
13:30 Introduction and updates in Trauma Boulevard
Keynote lectures:
13:45 Correction of upper extremity malunion, is there a need?
14:05 The naked truth in treatment of AC dislocations
14:20 Decision making in dorsal and volar approaches
for wrist fractures

Stefaan Nijs
Simon Lambert
Pascal Hanneman

14:35 Discussion
14:50 TEA & COFFEE BREAK
15:00 Case discussions
16:00 TEA & COFFEE BREAK
Surgical approaches (incl video):
16:10 Fibula osteotomy for posterior approach of the
tibial plateau fractures
16:25 Humeral shaft fractures
16:40 Lateral column approach for scapular fractures
16:55 Discussion & questions
17:10 Closure
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Vajara Phiphobmongkol
Stefaan Nijs
Simon Lambert

Friday
April 16, 2021

Advances in Trauma Lower extremity challenges
Moderators: Inger Schipper and Job Doornberg
13:30 Introduction and updates in Trauma Inside
Keynote lectures:
13:45 Guideline for lower extremity fracture related infections
14:05 How to treat Hoffa fractures
14:20 Patella fractures are the worst treated fractures

Willem-Jan Metsemakers
Vajara Phiphobmongkol
Michael Verhofstad

14:35 Discussion
14:50 TEA & COFFEE BREAK
15:00 Case discussions
16:00 TEA & COFFEE BREAK
Summit on new techniques
16:10 New developments in daily trauma care
16:25 The use of artificial intelligence in trauma
16:40 Smart implants; The AO fracture monitor

Maarten van der Elst
Job Doornberg
Geoff Richards

16:55 Discussion & questions
17:10 Closing remarks
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Principles of AO educational events

1. Academic independence
Development of all curricula, design of scientific
event programs, and selection of faculty are the
sole responsibilities of volunteer AO network
surgeons.
All education is planned based on needs
assessment data, designed and evaluated using
concepts and evidence from the most current
medical education research, and reflects the
expertise of the AO Education Institute
(www.aofoundation.org).
Industry participation is not allowed during the
entire curriculum development and planning
process to ensure academic independence and
to keep content free from bias.
2. Compliance to accreditation and industry
codes
All planning, organization, and execution of
educational activities follow existing codes for
accreditation of highquality education:
• Accreditation Criteria of the Accreditation
Council for Continuing Medical Education, US
(www.accme.org)
• ACCME Standards for Commercial Support:
Standards to Ensure Independence in CME
Activities (www.accme.org)
• Criteria for Accreditation of Live Educational
Events of the European Accreditation Council
for Continuing Medical Education
(www.uems.eu)
Events that receive direct or indirect unrestricted
educational grants or in-kind support from
industry also follow the ethical codes of the
medical industry, such as:
• Eucomed Guidelines on Interactions with
Healthcare Professionals
www.medtecheurope.org)
• AdvaMed Code of Ethics on Interactions with
Health Care Professionals (advamed.org)
• Mecomed Guidelines on Interactions
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3. Branding and advertising
No industry logos or advertising (apart from the
AO Foundation and its clinical divisions) are
permitted in the area where educational activities
take place.
Sponsors providing financial or in-kind support
are allowed to have a promotional booth or run
activities outside the educational area with
approval from the event chairperson.
4. Use of technologies and products in
simulations
In case simulations are chosen as an educational
method to educate skills, we only use technology
approved by the AO Technical Commission—a
large independent group of volunteer surgeons
developing and peer reviewing new technology.
More information about the AO Technical
Commission and its development and approval
processes can be found on the AO’s website:
www.aofoundation.org.
5. Personnel
Industry staff members are not permitted to
interfere with the educational content

AO Trauma membership

Driving excellence
and empowering
the next generation
Apply
for membership
www.aotrauma.org

Discover the advantages of joining the leading global trauma and orthopedic
community, providing its members with education, research, and networking
opportunities worldwide. Join us and share your passion.

AO Trauma | Clavadelerstrasse 8 | CH–7270 Davos
Phone +41 81 414 21 11 | Fax +41 81 414 22 80 | info@aotrauma.org

www.aotrauma.org

